IMPACT: International Journal of Research in e : . y.
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) SS9 Y =
ISSN(E): 2321-8878; ISSN(P): 2347-4564 ’ mﬂr‘ﬂ L) cL {(‘ j
Vol. 2, Issue 6, Jun 2014, 25-34
© Impact Journals

A FEW SIMILARITIES FOUND IN BORO AND KOKBOROK: THE = TWO LANGUAGES
OF NORTH-EAST INDIA

SWARNA PRABHA CHAINARY

Department of Bodo, Gauhati Universiuwahati, Assam, India

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to explore the similarities argbidnilarities appearing in case of few domainshef Boro and
Kokborok, the languages of Assam and Tripura.idstto highlight the phonological similarities adidsimilarities these
two languages have in case of segmental and sgpnaseal phonology. In segmental some phonemic @sngcurring
in both the languages have been given. Tone isyaingortant suprasegmental feature of both thguages. In case of
word formation compounding and agglutinating occapprominent place and have been tried to includéhé paper
citing few examples. The similarities and dissimilas in few morphological processes and exceptioave been taken

care of in this paper.
KEYWORDS: Agglutinating, Compounding, Negativization, SegnaérBuprasegmental, Tone
INTRODUCTION

The Boro and Kokborok are the two languages anuihgrs developed from the Tibeto-Burman branchhef t
Sino-Tibetan language family. These languages gpouh from the same root in the distant past amdpeakers shifted to
different places of their convenience. Today, tlwd8 have their basic concentration in Assam aedkibkboroks in
Tripura. But their concentration is not a factor fhem and despite their concentrations in differ@meas maximum
similarities are found in different levels of gramtical structures as well as in lexis of these lamguages. Today both
the language speakers are keeping close contaetcto other and some comparative study on botratiguages are also

coming up.
PHONOLOGICAL SIMILARITIES AND VARIATIONS

Phonology is considered to be the foundation lahguage. Both the languages have the same numbdomams

of vowel phonemes though it differs a little in eas the consonants which are not equal in numbeiraform.
Vowel

The Boro and Kokborok language have six (6) distirowels which are short vowels, not long. The \gxvel

phonemes both the languages have argtfies a/. Some phonemic contrasts of these vowels aendielow:

/5 1vs. lal: Boro: gn ‘stick’ gan ‘wear’ Kokborok: fon ‘placenta’ Pan ‘power’
fil vs. /el : Boro: sir ‘pour’ ser ‘press’ Kokborok: bir ‘fly’ ber ‘to lay’
ul vs. bl Boro: bu ‘strike/heat’  b‘spread’ Kokborok: bu ‘strike/beat’ obhe/she’
/uy / vs. lal: Boro: dju ‘feed’ dau ‘bird’ Kokborok: gji ‘dog’ sai ‘respect’
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/ul vs. ly/:Boro: dui ‘be small’ dji ‘water’ Kokborok: tui ‘lay egg’ i ‘water’

/el vs. lal:Boro: sen ‘fishing trap’ san ‘count’ kmorok: berem ‘row/line’ beram ‘disease’

In these languages the phonemes can occur inegfidsitions of words.

Initial Medial Final
fil Boro isiy (kitchen) ziligu (snake) zi (cloth)
Kokborok ima) (dream) chibuk (snake) ri (cloth)
/u/l: Boro wy (be) nyi (two) hoy (to give)
Kokborok uyy (be) nyi (two) ry (to give)
lul: Boro udis (objective/aim) "r (dig) bu (strike/beat)
Kokborok udis (objective/aim) bubar (flower) burilse/beat)
/el Boro eba (or) geséthin) f'wule(shallow)
Kokborok eba (or) kesgd(thin) tf'ene (shallow)
/ol Boro or (fire) K'an (surround) aro (non-stop)
Kokborok ok/ og (belly) Kon (surround) ara (non-stop)
lal Boro ndi) K'ar (run away) za (eat)
Kokborok a (i) K'ar (run away) cha (eat)
Consonants

Boro language has the use of sixteen (16) conssitariuding two semi-vowels. These are-/b d'¢'%"s z h m
nnrlwyl/l. Kokborok language has a total of twe(29) consonant phonemes including two semi-vowghese are-/p t
kbdgpt"k"schzhmmrlwy/ The four consonant phonemes of Kokbdaniguage / p t k ch / are absent in Boro

language. Except these four all consonant phonamesame in both the languages.

All the consonants have not their initial, med@add final occurrences in the words in both the leugs.
Though all the consonants have their medial ocooe® some have not their initial and some havetmait final
occurrences. The phonemes which have not theialimitcurrences in Boro language amgw y / and those which have
not their final occurrences ard' k" g s h /. Though /z/ occurs word finally its ocente seems to be very minimum and
as a native speaker the researcher has till dawuatered only one word ending with /z/. In cas@ofo language it is
seen that the voiceless consonants never occur fimaity. On the other hand some of the voiced mmes may or may
not occur word finally in the language. The phonamhéch has not its initial occurrence in Kokborekguage is4 / and
which have not their final occurrences arét"j"ch s z h /. So, the consonant phonemes which aresed word finally
are almost same in both the languages except ¢i/zan/g/ is not used in the final position of tiwerds in Boro, but is
used in Kokborok. As the use of /z/ in the finalsion of the word is very minimal so, in a broaghse it can be
considered same to the Kokborok language thas/mbt used in the final position of the word everBioro. So, after
comparison of occurrences and non occurrencesfiiereit positions of the words it can be observeat tKokborok

language has words ending either with the voicedoareless; but Boro language has words ending witly the voiced
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phonemes (may also be voiceless if it is a loandwéut never in basic vocabulary). Below is goingput some

comparative specimen from both the languages wdygpdms to the phonemes in Boro language when ttieyr degin or

end with the voiceless or voiced phonemes in Koskdanguage. A few specimens-

As mentioned earlier, Boro language has not theofiske sounds /p t k ch/ but the Kokborok langubhge the
use of these phonemes. So, what happens to thevBods when a word begins or ends with /p t/ angirise

with /ch/ or are in the medial position in Kokboriakiguage is given below:

Kokborok Boro English
Kb.p > Br. b Bop gob to burry

pap Pab sin
Kb.t>Br.d tuyi duyi water

tugk duy earthen pot

(Here the last consonant 'k’ is automatically dedein Boro as the language has not the use optiieaeme)

Kb. k /p> Br. g/b kap gab to cry
Kb.ch>Br. z chap zab to heap
cham zam be old

The Boro words ending with /I/ seems to be verg réut the Kokborok language has a lot of wordsrenaith
NI/, that is why the words ending with /I/ in Kokimdk language takes the form of /n/ in Boro languagmost of

the words. A few examples:

Kokborok Boro  English
Kb.1>Br.n Kk"al Kan  to comb
p'al gan  to sell

Kokborok language has not the use of consonanteciibut the Boro language have. This languageahasof
consonant clusters either in the beginning or i@ thiddle of the words, but is never used word fnal

A few specimens heresray ‘light’ a-dra ‘half’ bu-bli ‘moment/time’ etc.

In the examples mentioned above all the clusterscaming together in a single syllable, but somes it may

come in more than one syllable i.e. as sequencertgonants. Different types of sequence of congamnbinations are

available both in Boro and Kokborok languages, e.g.

Boro: san-za (east, sequence of nasal and frigative zay-k"ri (shake, sequence of nasal and stop)
Kokborok: ba-k"un (red ant, sequence of nasal and stop) hin-kaeroplane, sequence of trill and stop)
Segmental phonemes of both the languages haveltbwihg similarities:

* In both the languages length of vowel does notcatfee meaning of the words;

» The use of thay / is very common in both the languages;
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» Both the languages have six vowels each and
« Both have not the use of retroflex.
Tone

Tone is a very peculiar and common suprasegmésddalire of both the languages. These languages Jaaye
simple tone i.e. high tone and low tone and in bothe is lexical not grammatical. Here, high tosegbing to be
represented by before the beginning of the syllable where maximprominence falls and low tone Bywhere the

prominence doesn't fall. It is noteworthy that taseised in all the positions of words in theseylages.

Initial Medial Final
Boro: tai mother zab  fold 'za eat
Zai income/profit zam  becomeold %a be
Kokborok: tai dawn tan  be alive riwa leech
%an i tan go ruwa axe

Besides the examples of tone included above & ¢wimparison is going to be made below on the tarsesl in

the words having same orthography in both the laggs.
B. & Kb. Yhyyi blood Ay to die
than be alive 2than go
MORPHOLOGY

Morphology is the main body and the largest afestudy of a language. Here, it is very difficult discuss on
each and every aspects of morphology availableoth the languages and so proposes here to givanpasg on some

common features available in both the languages.
Agglutinating Character

Agglutinating is one of the most important featuod the Tibeto-Burman group of languages and afisbe Boro
and Kokborok languages. One common feature to b#iomed here is that both the languages have pagfiksuffix but
not infix. So, by agglutinating one may mean eittier agglutinating of words i.e. compound wordsval as prefix or

suffix agglutinating or the agglutinating of bothfew specimens here-
Compoundisation

Compoundisation here means the combination ofammore words belonging to same grammatical cajegor
different grammatical categories. These catega@iesbasically nouns and verbs in both the langudgere, attempt has

been made here to include the compoundisation@ftards each from both the languages.
Br & Kb.: v. bu-v. far> v. butar (to kill by beating) Br. n. mai-nugk n.mayendj (rice pot)

Kb. n. mai-n. ¢uk> n. maityk (rice pot)
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In the above examples it is seen that in the txeorples from Boro and Kokborok compoundisatiorvad tvords
have been done without any changes but in the atbephophonemic change of /i/ to the semi-vowebfyd the one more

insertion of the vowel /e/ is taking place in ther8 language.
Prefix & Suffix Agglutinating

Both the languages have the process of agglutipatf prefix or suffix; prefix and suffix or suffes at a time.

But the combination of more than one prefix angetito a word or words is never allowed in the laggs, e.g.
Br. po-ruyy-giri-p"wr-ni >p"wrungirip"wrni (of the teachers’)

In this example of Boro languag®pis a causative formation prefixyn is a verb representing the meaning of to
know/learn; -giri is a suffix representing the miegnof owner; -Buyr is a plural suffix and —ni is a genitive markéthen
p'o- prefix is added to the verlyn the o vowel of the prefix [b- takes the form ofy due to distant regressive vowel
assimilation which is again same to Kokborok largguan the example given below. Here, in this exarfpbm Boro
language one prefix and three suffixes at a timesHseen added with the verb. The structure of Kobkavord given

below is also completely same to the Boro language.
Kb. po-rum-nay-ng-ni> plyrugnayngni (of the teachers’)
Noun Formation
Nouns are found in basic and derived forms in lb¢hlanguages. Derived nouns which are mostlyalarbuns

are formed by adding prefix or suffix to the verlbbis character is very common in both the langaagel seems to be

productive, e.g.
Using Prefix

{bi-, gi-} of Boro and {bu-, ki-} of Kokborok arghe prefixes used to form nouns from verbs respelgtin Boro

and Kokborok, e.g.
Boro: bi-v. bar (bloom)> n. bibar (flower) gi-sib (to fan)> n. gisib (fan)
Kokborok: bu-v. bar (bloom)> n. bubar (flower) Kichip (to fan)> n. kichip (fan)

In the above examples the prefix bi- of Boro hasrbchanged to bu- in Kokborok, a change of voaking
place from i>u; in the second example, the prefigfd8oro has been changed to ki- in Kokborok angeoccurring from
o>k the other vowels remaining the same. Herechiaange is taking place among the stops. Like thigerb ‘sib’ of Boro
and ‘chip’ of Kokborok the change is taking plagacag sibilants s and ch respectively and the stemd p which is

highly allowed as per the linguistic rule.
Using Suffix

Some of the suffixes seem to be very productivperforming their grammatical duties in both thadaages.
Though noun formation suffixes are not small in bemtwo suffixes each from both the language ingdd be included
here. The suffix —nay included here from both theguages though seems to be similar representdliffeneanings.
In Boro, when added to the verb it represents thieoh doing anything and in Kokborok when addedthe verb it

represents human noun. In both the languagesdtiturs as class changing derivational suffix.
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Boro: v. pan-gra> n. fangra (seller) V. msa-nay> n. mysanay (dancing)
Kokborok: v. Pal-nay> n. falnay (seller) v. msa-ma> n. mysama (dancing)

Here, in these examples —gra from Boro and —nayn fiKokborok are representing the same meaning
i.e. representing the human (doer or performer) thedother two suffixes i.e. —nay of Boro and —nfidKokborok are

representing the action done by the persons.

Besides the above mentioned systems of noun faxmaerived from verbs, both the languages have ties
system of combining one noun and one verb to foonmnn Such type of structure is not very abundarth@language.

A few specimens here-
Boro: n. ha (soil)-v. sib (sweep) > n. hasib (bmo n. dau (bird)-v.dji (lay egg) > n. daugi (egg)
Kokborok: n. nk (house)-v. sib (sweep) > mksib (broom) n.dk (bird)-v.tui (lay egg) > n.oktui (egg)

One more important point is that like other TibBuwrman languages of North-East India the namebefruits,
birds, animals and fish are formed either by thenlmioation of one free and one bound morpheme ortilee free

morphemes in both the languages.
Names of Fruits, Birds and Animals

Fruit, bird and animal names of the languagesH&eo, Garo, Dimasa, Tiwa and Kokborok mostly steith the
words liket"ai, t"e or tai for fruit; dau, b?», ta/tak for birds andmi, mo, ma, mat, mufor animals. To represent different
variety of fruits, birds or animals some verbs adlas different bound forms are suffixed to thémens. It is assumed
that if these words are not available in the naaidruits, birds or animals then these are thoughie borrowed from the
Aryan languages which are close neighbor to thesguage speakers. A few specimen of such structeeBr.
n.t'ai(fruit)-v.lir(be heavy)>n"ailir & Kb. n.t"ai(fruit)-v.lik (be heavy)>n"ailik ‘banana’;Br. & Kb. n.amlai ‘phyllanthus
emblica’; Br.n.dau(bird)-la>n.dauka & Kb.n.bk(bird)-a>n.bka ‘crow’ Br.n.sigun & Kb. n.sikruk ‘vulture’; Brn.mi

(animal)-sa>n.mysa & Kb. n.m (animal)-sa>n.iwsa ‘tiger’ Br.n.grai &Kb.n.korai ‘horse’

The above combinations show in some words nounvamn combination; noun and bound base combination.
In such type of combination sometimes distant regjve vowel assimilation is taking place thouglrstheeem to be rare.
The words for phyllanthus emblica (local name &), vulture and horse have not that type of stmectand are the

borrowings from neighboring Aryan languages Assan@agl Bengali in the contexts of Assam and Tripespectively.
Kinship Terms

Kinship terms are also a very interesting subgdcstudy from structural point of view in both thenguages.
In these languages, personal pronouns are alwaysrganied by the bound base of the kinship termgpoesent my
(an ‘I in Boro and Kokborok), your (am, you in both) and his/her (bi ‘he/she’ in Boro amd‘he/she in Kokborok).
The kinship terms given below show the accompaniroBane personal pronoun and one bound base ditiskip terms
in these languages, e.g. Brda>ada: Kb.gta>ata ‘my elder brother’; Br.um-da>nynda; Kb. nyn-ta> nyta ‘your elder
brother’; Br.bi-da>bida; Kbdta> bota ‘his/her elder brother’

During the addition of the personal pronouns amel hound base of the kinship terms some minor @hagg

taking place in some of the kinship terms basicaity the ellision of one or two phonemes from gegsonal pronouns.

| Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sertb editor@impactjournals.us




| A Few Similarities Found in Boro and Kokborok: The Two Languages of North-East India 31 |

Some kinship terms which are established throbghsbcial institution of marriage never accomparigdhe
first person of personal pronoun in both the laggsabut can take 2nd and 3rd persons, e.g. Brugitiib. Kumui
(my brother-in-law), Br. bagi~Kb.bachi (sister-in-law). These two examples from both lngguages are the terms of
address used without the addition of any first perpersonal pronouns. Their 2nd and 3rd person doare:

Br. numgumui~Kb.nwkumui (your brother-in-law), Br.yymbazyi~Kb.nubochi(your sister-in-law)

On the other hand some kinship terms establisgegbbial institution of marriage is always accormipdrby the
plural suffix representing the meaning of singularboth the languages, e.g. Br. bewai(younger rsssteusband) is
addressed as bewdlypr (-pur is a plural suffix)> bewallyr, K'wjina (new bride, also used to address the younger
brother's wife)-fur>k"winag'wr; Kb. buwai (younger sister's husbandyr (-tog is a plural suffix)> buwaidg,
kra (father-in-law)-sg> krang. These plural suffixes are not representing flneap meaning but singular meaning with
due honour to the person/persons addressed to. Wiseto be pluralized then one more plural suffion is added in
Kokborok, but no such suffix is used in Boro langeiae.g. Kb.buwaisg-sn (younger sister’'s husband andd others),

Kb.kra-ng-son (father-in-law and others).
Numerals and Numeral Classifiers/Definitives

The counting systems of numerals are almost sarbeth the languages except some minute variatbose or
two. In both the languages numerals are discusséérubasic and derived. The numerals from one rtoate basic
numerals besidesuu (100), ryza (1000) in Boro and"ipe (20), rasa (100), saisa (1000) in Kokborok. Témaaining is
formed under the process of derivation. Specimen Br. se~ Kb.sa (one); Bruji~ Kb. nui (two); Br. f'am ~Kb.tam
(three); Br. buji~ Kb. buruji (four); Br. ba~ Kb.ba (five); Br.a~ Kb.dbk (six); Br. sni~ Kb.sini (seven); Br. dain~ Kb.cha
(eight);Br.gu~ Kb. chuku (nine); Br. zi~Kb.chi (derBesides a few specimen of basic numerals mesdi@bove both the
languages have also the system of derived nun@mabtions by the process of addition, multiplicatimultiplication and
addition respectively. One example each from akehprocesses are like this- Br. zise (zi + se=#Q1}, Kb. chisa
(chi+sa=10+1=11); Br. "amzi (fam x zi= 3 x10=30), Kblamchi (fam x chi=3x10=30); Br. wizise
(nuji x zi+se=2x10+1=21), Kb'klpechise (Klpe x chi +se=2x10+1=21) etc.

Like numerals, the uses of numeral classifiersdefinitives are also almost same in both the laggsa
Classifiers which represent different shapes, foongqquality of different animate human, non-humanveell as of
different inanimate things or objects are alwaysfiged to the numerals in both the languages. A éewmon uses of

definitive from both the languages are includeceher
Boro: mysa(tiger) ma(cl.)-se(one) or ma(cl.)-se(one)sa(tiger) ‘tiger a or a tiger’
Kokborok: mysa(tiger) ma(cl.)-sa(one) or ma(cl.)-sa(oneysa(tiger) ‘tiger a or a tiger’
{ma-} is a common classifier in both the languagesd is used with the living beings, animals, insett.
Boro: lama(road) d(cl.)-se(one) or din(cl.)-se(one) lama(road) ‘road a or a road’

Kokborok: lama(road) ty(cl.)-sa(one) or tg(cl.)-sa(one) lama(road) ‘road a or a road’
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VERBAL GROUP

In verbal group of both the languages, the granualatategories verbs (being the head), adjectivesadverbs
are included because of the formation of adjectased adverbs from the verbs. But here the onlyetaigto show the
similarity seen in case of negative formation amel $tructure of adjectives of both the languages.négativization both

prefix and suffix are used to the verbs. A comparisf this prefix and suffix from both the languagee given below:

Negative Formation

Negative Formation Prefix

Both the language have one each negative formgti@fix. These areda-in Boro andta-in Kokborok.

These prefix when added to the verbs either ddrdnge their form or the form of the verbs, e.qg.
Boro: da-v.su (wash) >v.dasu ‘don’t wash’ da-(eat) >v.daza ‘don’t eat’
Kokborok: ta-v.su (wash) >v.tasu ‘don’t wash’ taha (eat) >v.tacha ‘don’t eat’

Negative Formation Suffix

Like prefix, the negative formation suffix is aleae each in both the languages and their formsare in both.
This common form used in both the languageaisThis suffix has three different allomorphs. These—a,-ya,-waand

are phonologically conditioned.
» Use of the Allomorph {-a}: {-a} allomorph is used with the verbs ending willetconsonants.

Br.&Kb.:v.bar(bloom)-a> v.bara (don't/doesn’t blogm v.bam(take on lap)-a> v.bama
(don't/doesn’t take on the lap)

« Use of the Allomorph{-ya}: {-ya} is used with the words ending with the vowalse and i.
Boro: v.za (eat)-a> v.zaya (don’t/doesn’t eat)eysnatch)-a>seya(don't/doesn’t snatch)

Kokborok: v.cha (eat)-a> v.chaya (don’'t/doesn’t )eat v.K'ui(be hungry)-a>  v'kiya

(don't/doesn’t become hungry)
* Use of the Allomorph {-wa}: This allomorph is used with the words ending witanalo.
Br. & Kb.: v.Su (to measure/be cold)-a>v.suwa (dlwesn’t measure/ not become cold)
v.hu (rub)-a>v.huwa (don't/doesn’t rub) etc.

The above mentioned are only a few specimen ohglogically conditioned allomorphs or morphophonemi

change or alternation. Both the languages have such examples to explain.
ADJECTIVE FORMATION

Adjectives of both the languages can be divided brasic and derived based on their structure.cBadjectives
are independent adjectives and derived are fornidgreby using prefix or suffix to verbs in bothetHanguages.

Basic adjectives are very few and are mostly didytl in both the languages.
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Using Prefix

The adjective formation prefix used with the veit8oro is g- and k-in Kokborok. The voweb attached with
the prefix g and k can take different forms basedhe first vowel available in the verb. Bub+prefix is also seen using

with a very limited number of words both in Boradakokborok, e.g.

Boro Kokborok Gloss

go-v. K'uji(be sour)>adj.gikwi  mu/mo-k"ui/k"si(be sour)>adj. mulai/mok"i sour

mo-v. K'wji(be sour)>adj.myik"i sour

go-v.ham(be good)> adj. gaham o-k.ham(be good)> adj. kaham good
Using Suffix

Boro language has different types of suffixes us@t the verbs to form adjectives. In this langeiagljective
may also be formed by the combination of two verbits. In Kokborok language —zak is a very commdfixsused with

the verbs to form adjectives, but no such strudsisvailable in Boro language, e.qg.
Boro: v. sym (be black)-Ryr>adj. symK'yr (greeny) wnay(see)-v.ta (be tasty)>adj. naldo (beautiful)
Kokborok: v. ham (be good)-zak>adj.hamzak (love) . kixi(to fear)-zak>adj. kirizak (fearful) etc.

CONCLUSIONS

This paper tries to explore some of the similasitihese two cognate languages have in two leféhe structure
phonology and morphology. These two languages gpram a common source in the dim and distant padthave a lot
of similarities in different levels of linguistimalysis and a comparative study on these languaifjedefinitely encourage
the linguists and researchers to undertake moreraoreé research works on these two isolated languafj®lorth-East
India. On the other hand to make these languagewarkmo the rest of the world no proper study hasbgen done either
by the native speakers or other well wishers ofldhguages. So, the target of this paper is to gigémpse on these two

languages and explore to the world about their ainth beautiful language structure.
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